Dear Edinburgh Zoo
Cancelling Our Memberships: Please Review Your Partnership Organisations
Our family have been Members of the Edinburgh Zoo for decades. We still consider the Royal Zoological Society of Scotland (RZSS a.k.a. the Zoo) to be a wonderful scientific institution, based as it is on a solid understanding of the biology of animals and their habitats and its desire to influence education and conservation of threatened species. Our concern is that we have recently watched as the Zoo has moved, ignorantly if with good intentions, into becoming an ideological one that promotes aims that are at odds with its own declared aims.
In the wake of the Supreme Court’s wake-up call judgement – against the Scottish Government no less, where even judges unanimously understood the meaning of biological sex – the Zoo has burrowed even deeper, doubled down as they say, into its deep slumber of fund-wasting pursuit of a false and dubious ideology and an ideologically driven organisation. The Zoo could have done, as other more savvy institutions have and used the Supreme Court judgement as a red flag, a good opportunity to get sensible. But no such luck.
Ideologically driven institutions and people tend not to be interested in reason and evidence. If you haven’t done your homework, you need only have searched online or contact SUE via info@sue.scot and request a copy of our ‘LGBTYS Information’ leaflet. The particular issue is the Zoo’s enthusiastic partnership with another charity, Lesbian Gay Bisexual and Trans Youth Scotland (LGBTYS).
You can find out how other organisations have realised what the LGBTYS Charter strategy is about. It is modelled on Stonewall’s Charter scheme, from which many other organisations have opted out. You might find out how a string of worrying facts about the people and methods used by LGBTYS. Those could or should have had you pausing from so enthusiastically submitting to their influence. The Charter scheme lines organisations up into paying and working harder to increase their Charter medal, as judged solely by the organisation that wants your money. You’ll know because you’re doing it.
The Scottish Government have not yet admitted they were wrong about sex and gender. Others have cut off funds to LGBTYS, but the organisation gets enough funding and support to continue regardless. So, it’s time for ordinary Members to do the only thing left.
We’ve cancelled the direct debit and Membership of RZSS. We encourage others to pull their support out too. If that doesn’t make you think, maybe some questioning of your charitable status is due. Eventually perhaps ‘Royal’ organisations that have gone off the rails like you will have their royal patronage removed too.
We would ask that the RZSS reviews its partnerships in light of its own objectives, and sensibly follows what other organisations have done elsewhere. Then everyone can start up their Zoo Memberships again.
Yours in hope
